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General Education in Canadian Universities

There are a number of differences between studying in Canadian university or in Japan--
differences which are crucial both for those who teach in the institutions and those who study.

In Japan, students must write entrance exams for each institution to which they are applying--
and once they are within the university system, if they wish to change departments, must write
entrance exams for each department.

In Canada, the marks student receives at the end of high school is used for university
entrance. There are no further exams. Once accepted into university, the student has the
freedom, depending on the number available places and his, her marks, to change departments.
At no time does the university choose the programme for the student, although a student may
have difficulty entering the classes of first choice because they may already be filled.

If a student wishes to go on to graduate school, the grade received for the university courses
are sent on to the graduate school. Again, there are no further entrance exams.

As a result, the work the student does in university has serious weight. The professors feel
the pressure as much as the students do to help the students attain their goal. If, for example,
students are accepted into graduate school with good grades, but are poorly prepared in their
field, then it reflects badly on the professors who taught them and on the university in which they
studied. In the Japanese system, write entrance exams which have nothing to do with the
university at which they are studying. Students can (and do) relax at university and prepare for
entrance exams later.

Courses in Canadian universities are also structured differently. A full load is usually five
courses. FEach course may have between two and three hours of classes, so the number of class-
time hours may be 15. Each course will usually require at least one full-length research’ paper
(this may vary from 10, to 15, to 30 pages ; almost always the topic is student’s own choice), and
a final exam. Often there will also be a midterm exam. There is always a required reading list
to prepare for the classes. The required reading list may carry with it required book reports.

Attendance may or may not be mandatory, depending on the professor's requirements, but
doing the assigned work is.

In Canada, a student’s undergraduate career may determine a student’s future work career in
a way not as usual here where, as noted above, students write entrance exams for a particular
' graduate school and where the simple fact of gaining entrance and graduating from a university is
given more credibility. It is easier to gain entrance to universities in Canada, partly because there
are more places, but because of the workload and the weight given to good grades, students must

work harder to do well and to graduate.
- (Linda Ghan)
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