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Japanese Pop Culture A

ZEDIIE /Course Overview

This course examines contemporary Japanese popular culture from sociological perspective. This class focuses on manga and
anime. Both international and Japanese students who are willing to actively participate in the discussion about these topics are
welcome to take.

F—7J—R/Keyword(s)

Pop Culture, Cultural Studies, Anime, Manga

FiZB1E/Learning Objectives

After completing this course, students will be able to:

1. understand and describe various issues in Japanese popular culture,

2. critically analyze these issues from multiple perspectives, and

3. logically describe their own opinions in forms of presentation and academic writing.

BRERUVRENDFIZ/Lesson plans & homework

1.Introduction to the course-Anime and its globalization

2.0taku culture

3.Reality in manga

4.Anime and its commercialization

5.Anime pilgrimage to sacred places

6.Field trip to Oarai

7.Field trip to Oarai

8. Reflecting on our field trip and the course/Presentation on Field Trip to Oarai

[Active Learning]
In this class, the instructor uses the active learning model to facilitate the discussion on the above-mentioned topics.
In Week 6 and 7, as a field trip, students will go to Oarai town which is trying to promote the town through anime pilgrimage.
In Week 3 and 5, students will watch documentary videos on the anime industry. After watching the videos, students will engage
in discussion on the cases.

Throughout the semester,
®Students are first required to think individually, then will actively participate in pair or group discussions and discuss the topics
covered in the classes. After the discussion, the instructor will facilitate in-class discussions.




(@Students are required to actively participate in the discussion on Social Media to share their comments/opinions.
®Students will work on a fieldwork project with their classmates.

(Learning Outside of the Classroom]
®Read assigned and supplemental reading materials prior to the class.
@Borrow suggested reading materials listed on the syllabus from the university library and read sections related to the topics
covered in classes.
®Discuss with your classmates in- and outside of the classes in order to deepen your understanding of the lectures.
@Participate in the discussion on the bulletin board of social networking services where students will interact with each other. In
case students have any questions, students are most welcome to ask them on this platform.

[B{g_ L= /Notes

- This class will be conducted in English.
- Students are required to actively participate in every class discussion.
- No written final exam is given in Class 8.
- Students will visit Oarai on their own with their group members.
The following expenses will be required for the field trip:
YeRound-trip fee from Mito to Oarai
TOTAL ¥1,300 from Ibaraki University to Oarai Station as you use bus and train
- ¥330 yen from Ibaraki University to Mito Station (By Bus)-one way
- ¥320 yen from Mito Station to Oarai Station (By train)-one way
TOTAL ¥1,500 from Ibaraki University to Oarai Station as you use bus
- 750 yen from Ibaraki University to Oarai Station by bus
w Transportation in Oarai
- ¥500 for rent-a-bicycle
- ¥100 for a one-way trip (bus)
YerShopping Fee at Oarai
- Experiencing purchasing items at Oarai is required.

REImRDER

Students are required to download the material from the Dream Campus system.

Students are encouraged to bring their own PC to the classroom.

PRiESEME®E / Evaluation criteria

A+: Fully understand the issues and concepts related to the Japanese pop culture and able to explain them clearly

A: Understand the issues and concepts related to the Japanese pop culture well and able to explain them

B: Understand the issues and concepts related to the Japanse pop culture and able to explain them

C: Somehow understand the issues and concepts related to the Japanese pop culture discussed in class and able to explain them
with the help of others

D: Did not understand the issues and concepts related to the Japanese pop culture and not able to explain them

AR FHE 5%/ Grading

1. Active Class Participation 15%
2. Weekly Reflection 15%

3. Final Report 30%

4. Final Presentation 40%




HIIE /Textbook(s)

&3E&& /Reference Book(s)

SEE1

=4 Japanamerica: How Japanese Pop Culture Has Invaded the U.S.
et Kelts, Roland

iR+t Griffin

thAREE 2007

ISBN 978-1403984760

BE

BEE2

£ Japan pop! : inside the world of Japanese popular culture / Timothy J. Craig, editor
E ot Craig, Timothy J., 1947-

kRt M.E. Sharpe

AR EE 2000

ISBN 978-0765605610
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Japanese Pop Culture B

ZEDIIE /Course Overview

This course examines contemporary Japanese popular culture from sociological perspective. This class focuses on "Cool Japan"
phenomena and how it exploits the commercial capital of the Japan's culture industry. Both international and Japanese students

who are willing to actively participate in discussion about these topics are welcome to take.ake.

F—7J—R/Keyword(s)

Pop Culture, Cultural Studies, Cool Japan

FiZB1E/Learning Objectives

After completing this course, students will be able to:
1.understand and describe various issues in Japanese popular culture,
2.critically analyze these issues from multiple perspectives, and

3.logically describe their own opinions in forms of presentation and academic writing.

BRERUVRENDFIZ/Lesson plans & homework

. Introduction to the course-What is "Cool Japan"? / Game Industry
. Food industry

. Karaoke Industry

. Group Project-Selecting a Topic

. Group Project-Making Questions for Interview/Survey

. Group Project-Shooting a Video

. Group Project-Editing a Video

0 N O Ul A W N

. Final Product Presentation

[Active Learning]
In this class, the instructor uses the active learning model to facilitate the discussion on the above-mentioned topics.

Throughout the course,

®Students are first required to think individually, then will actively participate in pair or group discussions and discuss the topics
covered in the course. After the discussion, the instructor will facilitate in-class discussions.

@Students are required to actively participate in the discussion on Social Media to share their comments/opinions.

@ Students will watch documentary videos. After watching the videos, students will engage in discussion on the cases.




Students will work on a project with their classmates. In the project, they will create a video in order to introduce the findings that
they gained from the interview, survey, and/or fieldwork about one "Cool Japan" they chose.

(Learning Outside of the Classroom]
®Read assigned and supplemental reading materials prior to the class.
@Borrow suggested reading materials listed on the syllabus from the university library and read sections related to the topics
covered in classes.
®Discuss with your classmates in- and outside of the classes in order to deepen your understanding of the lectures.
@Participate in the discussion on the bulletin board of social networking services where students will interact with each other. In
case students have any questions, students are most welcome to ask them on this platform.
®Work on the group projects outside of the classroom.

[B1& L Di;E=/Notes

- This class will be conducted in English.

- Students are required to actively participate in every class discussion.
- No written final exam is given in Class 8.

RmRDER

Students are required to download the material from the Dream Campus system.
Students are encouraged to bring their own PC to the classroom.

RRiESEME#E / Evaluation criteria

A+: Fully understand the issues and concepts related to the Japanese pop culture and able to explain them clearly
A: Understand the issues and concepts related to the Japanese pop culture well and able to explain them
B: Understand the issues and concepts related to the Japanse pop culture and able to explain them

C: Somehow understand the issues and concepts related to the Japanese pop culture discussed in class and able to explain them
with the help of others

D: Did not understand the issues and concepts related to the Japanese pop culture and not able to explain them

RAADFHiEI 5%/ Grading

1. Active Class Participation 15%
2. Weekly Reflection 15%

3. Final Report 30%

4. Final Presentation 40%

HHIZE/Textbook(s)

83E&& /Reference Book(s)
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