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Cross-cultural Understanding: Japan and America

ZEDIIE /Course Overview

This course is designed to develop students' understanding of cultural differences between Japan and the U.S. while training
critical thinking and communication skills through discussions. Students from different backgrounds are to collaboratively engage
in critical analysis of cultural practices by reading assigned materials, exchanging opinions, and identifying key elements on each

issue.

F—2— R /Keyword(s)

cross-cultural understanding, Japan & the U.S., cultural contrast, cultural identity, polite fiction, discussion, communication skills

FiZB1E/Learning Objectives

This course aims to develop students' ability to (1)identify differences in cultural practices & ideals between Japan and the U.S.;
(2)subjectively and critically analyze Japanese and American cultural practices; (3) present thought-through opinions based on
prior reading and deliberation on given topics; (4) conduct discussions with various people in English.

BRERUVRENDFIZ/Lesson plans & homework

[Course Schedule]

1. Course introduction - Contrasting Japanese & American cultures; [Unit 1]"You and I Are Equals"
Homework: Read Chapter 9, Answer chapter exercise & discussion questions
2. [Unit 9]"Conversational Ballgames"

Homework: Read Chapter 6, Answer chapter exercise & discussion questions
3. [Unit 6]"Being Original”

Homework: Read Chapter 2, Answer chapter exercise & discussion questions
4. [Unit 2]"You and I Are Close Friends"

Homework: Read Chapter 3, Answer chapter exercise & discussion questions
Final Project: Chapter summary

5. [Unit 3]"You and I Are Relaxed"

Homework: Read Chapter 4, Answer chapter exercise & discussion questions
Final Project: Conduct an interview

6. [Unit 4]"You and I Are Independent"

Homework: Read Chapter 10, Answer chapter exercise & discussion questions
Final Project: Summarize & analyze interview results

7. [Unit 10]"Don't Apologize!"

Homework: Prepare for project presentation and discussion




8. Final Project: Presentation & Discussion

[Active Learning]

The following active learning features are implemented throughout the course:

- Discussion: share ideas, opinions, experiences related to given topics

- Think-Pair-Share: think about questions and share answers in pairs

- Round Robin: take turns expressing opinions in groups

- Peer Instruction: figure out answers to questions/issues among students

- Interview: interview classmates on related issues

- Role Play: simulate problem situations

- Reflective Journal: reflect on lesson content and write thoughts and self-analysis

[Diploma Policy]
(1) Panoramic understanding of the world (3) Problem-solving ability and communication skills

[Notes]

(1)This course is a modified version of "Discussion in English" offered in the past. Therefore, students who have already received
credits in "Discussion in English" will not be permitted to take this course.

(2)Since this class will be conducted in English, students should have a basic command of the English in order to understand
instructions, to collaborate with others, and to express their own thoughts. However, this course also welcomes students with a
strong motivation and commitment to learn and communicate their opinions clearly, as these factors will be advantageous in a

successful completion of this course.

[Big EDi¥=/Notes

The course will be conducted in English. Students should have basic English communication skills and commitment to make
efforts to become confident communicators. Since this course meets only for 8 periods, attendance, homework, & active
participation in every class will be critical. Two-thirds attendance is required. Three tardies will count as 1 absence. No written

final exam in Class 8.

REImRDER

RLiESHIE#E /Evaluation criteria

A+: Understand 90~100 % of the issues and concepts related to cultural differences on given topics and able to explain their
values fully and clearly

A: Understand 80% of the issues and concepts related to cultural differences on given topics and able to explain their values

B: Understand 70 % of the issues and concepts related to cultural differences on given topics and able to explain their values with
the help of others

C: Understand at least 60% of the issues and concepts related to cultural differences on given topics and able to explain their
values with the help of others

D: Understand less than 60% of the issues and concepts related to cultural differences on given topics and not able to explain

their values

RAEDFli 5%/ Grading

Students are expected to attend each class, complete homework, and actively participate in all the class activities. The final grade
will be based upon weekly participation in class activities & discussions (30%), homework & assessments (50%), and a final
project (20%).
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International Exchange

ZEDIIE /Course Overview

Through research and oral presentations about the home countries of affiliated foreign universities students learn about their
culture, history, and society, as well as their higher education system and the courses and activities offered at each institution,
while at the same time improving their abilities to communicate and perform various tasks in English.

F—7J—R/Keyword(s)

foreign cultures, communication, presentation skills, higher education, affiliated universities

FiZB1E/Learning Objectives

1)Learn about the culture, history, society and education system of each country, as well as the environment at affiliated
institution it is home to
2)Acquire communication and oral presentation skills needed for a successful study abroad

BRERUVEENDFIEZ/Lesson plans & homework

1st lecture : [Classwork] Lecturer’s and students’ self-introductions; introduction to the course; topics (home-countries and
institutions: Countryl, 2:--) and students in charge

system as well as the environment at Sofia University as an affiliated institutions

2nd lecture : [Classwork] The lecturer gives a model presentation about Bulgaria; Q&A; discussion
[Homework] Using the Internet as a source, gather information about Country 1*’s history, culture, society and educations
system as well as the environment at Affiliated Institution (*To be decided based on students’ study abroad plans)

3rd lecture : [Classwork] Student (or team) 1 gives a presentation about Country 1; Q&A; discussion
[(Homework] Using the Internet as a source, gather information about Country 2's history, culture, society and educations
system as well as the environment at Affiliated Institution 2.

4th lecture : [Classwork] Student (or team) 2 gives a presentation about Country 2; Q&A; discussion
[(Homework] Using the Internet as a source, gather information about Country 3's history, culture, society and educations
system as well as the environment at Affiliated Institution 3.

5th lecture : [Classwork] Student (or team) 3 gives a presentation about Country 3; Q&A; discussion
(Homework] Using the Internet as a source, gather information about Country 4’s history, culture, society and educations

[Homework] Using the Internet as a source, gather information about Bulgaria’s history, culture, society and educations




system as well as the environment at Affiliated Institution 4.

6th lecture : [Classwork] Student (or team) 4 gives a presentation about Country 4; Q&A; discussion
[(Homework] Using the Internet as a source, gather information about Country 5’s history, culture, society and educations
system as well as the environment at Affiliated Institution 5.

7th lecture : [Classwork] Student (or team) 5 gives a presentation about Country 5; Q&A; discussion
[(Homework] Using the Internet as a source, gather information about Country 6’s history, culture, society and educations
system as well as the environment at Affiliated Institution 6.

8th lecture : [Classwork] Student (or team) 6 gives presentation about Country 6; Q&A; discussion; wrap-up session (No test)

[B{g_LDix=/Notes

None

RmRDER

Students are advised to bring their Wi-Fi enabled devices with them.

FRiESEME#E / Evaluation criteria

A+ : Student’s knowledge and English skills exceed the learning objectives

A : Student’s knowledge and English skills perfectly meet the learning objectives

B : Student’s knowledge and English skills almost meet the learning objectives

C : With a continuous effort student’'s knowledge and English are bound to meet the learning objectives
D : Student's knowledge and English skills are far from meeting the learning objectives

B /5 %/ Grading

oral presentations(50%); class contribution(50%)
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International Exchange

ZEDIIE /Course Overview

Through research and oral presentations about the home countries of affiliated foreign universities students learn about their
culture, history, and society, as well as their higher education system and the courses and activities offered at each institution,
while at the same time improving their abilities to communicate and perform various tasks in English.

F—7J—R/Keyword(s)

foreign cultures, communication, presentation skills, higher education, affiliated universities

FiZB1E/Learning Objectives

1)Learn about the culture, history, society and education system of each country, as well as the environment at affiliated
institution it is home to
2)Acquire communication and oral presentation skills needed for a successful study abroad

BRERUVEENDFIEZ/Lesson plans & homework

1st lecture : [Classwork] Lecturer’s and students’ self-introductions; introduction to the course; topics (home-countries and
institutions: Countryl, 2:--) and students in charge

system as well as the environment at Sofia University as an affiliated institutions

2nd lecture : [Classwork] The lecturer gives a model presentation about Bulgaria; Q&A; discussion
[Homework] Using the Internet as a source, gather information about Country 1*’s history, culture, society and educations
system as well as the environment at Affiliated Institution (*To be decided based on students’ study abroad plans)

3rd lecture : [Classwork] Student (or team) 1 gives a presentation about Country 1; Q&A; discussion
[(Homework] Using the Internet as a source, gather information about Country 2's history, culture, society and educations
system as well as the environment at Affiliated Institution 2.

4th lecture : [Classwork] Student (or team) 2 gives a presentation about Country 2; Q&A; discussion
[(Homework] Using the Internet as a source, gather information about Country 3's history, culture, society and educations
system as well as the environment at Affiliated Institution 3.

5th lecture : [Classwork] Student (or team) 3 gives a presentation about Country 3; Q&A; discussion
(Homework] Using the Internet as a source, gather information about Country 4’s history, culture, society and educations

[Homework] Using the Internet as a source, gather information about Bulgaria’s history, culture, society and educations




system as well as the environment at Affiliated Institution 4.

6th lecture : [Classwork] Student (or team) 4 gives a presentation about Country 4; Q&A; discussion
[(Homework] Using the Internet as a source, gather information about Country 5’s history, culture, society and educations
system as well as the environment at Affiliated Institution 5.

7th lecture : [Classwork] Student (or team) 5 gives a presentation about Country 5; Q&A; discussion
[(Homework] Using the Internet as a source, gather information about Country 6’s history, culture, society and educations
system as well as the environment at Affiliated Institution 6.

8th lecture : [Classwork] Student (or team) 6 gives presentation about Country 6; Q&A; discussion; wrap-up session (No test)

[B{g_LDix=/Notes

None

RmRDER

Students are advised to bring their Wi-Fi enabled devices with them.

FRiESEME#E / Evaluation criteria

A+ : Student’s knowledge and English skills exceed the learning objectives

A : Student’s knowledge and English skills perfectly meet the learning objectives

B : Student’s knowledge and English skills almost meet the learning objectives

C : With a continuous effort student’'s knowledge and English are bound to meet the learning objectives
D : Student's knowledge and English skills are far from meeting the learning objectives

B /5 %/ Grading

oral presentations(50%); class contribution(50%)
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8%E& /Reference Book(s)
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ZEEB/Title

Cross-cultural Understanding: Japan and America

ZEDIIE /Course Overview

This course is designed to develop students' understanding of cultural differences between Japan and the U.S. while training
critical thinking and communication skills through discussions. Students from different backgrounds are to collaboratively engage
in critical analysis of cultural practices by reading assigned materials, exchanging opinions, and identifying key elements on each

issue.

F—2— R /Keyword(s)

cross-cultural understanding, Japan & the U.S., cultural contrast, cultural identity, polite fiction, discussion, communication skills

FiZB1E/Learning Objectives

This course aims to develop students' ability to (1)identify differences in cultural practices & ideals between Japan and the U.S.;
(2)subjectively and critically analyze Japanese and American cultural practices; (3) present thought-through opinions based on
prior reading and deliberation on given topics; (4) conduct discussions with various people in English.

BRERUVRENDFIZ/Lesson plans & homework

[Course Schedule]

1. Course introduction - Contrasting Japanese & American cultures; [Unit 1]"You and I Are Equals"
Homework: Read Chapter 9, Answer chapter exercise & discussion questions
2. [Unit 9]"Conversational Ballgames"

Homework: Read Chapter 6, Answer chapter exercise & discussion questions
3. [Unit 6]"Being Original”

Homework: Read Chapter 2, Answer chapter exercise & discussion questions
4. [Unit 2]"You and I Are Close Friends"

Homework: Read Chapter 3, Answer chapter exercise & discussion questions
Final Project: Chapter summary

5. [Unit 3]"You and I Are Relaxed"

Homework: Read Chapter 4, Answer chapter exercise & discussion questions
Final Project: Conduct an interview

6. [Unit 4]"You and I Are Independent"

Homework: Read Chapter 10, Answer chapter exercise & discussion questions
Final Project: Summarize & analyze interview results

7. [Unit 10]"Don't Apologize!"

Homework: Prepare for project presentation and discussion




8. Final Project: Presentation & Discussion

[Active Learning]

The following active learning features are implemented throughout the course:

- Discussion: share ideas, opinions, experiences related to given topics

- Think-Pair-Share: think about questions and share answers in pairs

- Round Robin: take turns expressing opinions in groups

- Peer Instruction: figure out answers to questions/issues among students

- Interview: interview classmates on related issues

- Role Play: simulate problem situations

- Reflective Journal: reflect on lesson content and write thoughts and self-analysis

[Diploma Policy]
(1) Panoramic understanding of the world (3) Problem-solving ability and communication skills

[Notes]

(1)This course is a modified version of "Discussion in English" offered in the past. Therefore, students who have already received
credits in "Discussion in English" will not be permitted to take this course.

(2)Since this class will be conducted in English, students should have a basic command of the English in order to understand
instructions, to collaborate with others, and to express their own thoughts. However, this course also welcomes students with a
strong motivation and commitment to learn and communicate their opinions clearly, as these factors will be advantageous in a

successful completion of this course.

[Big EDi¥=/Notes

The course will be conducted in English. Students should have basic English communication skills and commitment to make
efforts to become confident communicators. Since this course meets only for 8 periods, attendance, homework, & active
participation in every class will be critical. Two-thirds attendance is required. Three tardies will count as 1 absence. No written

final exam in Class 8.

REImRDER

RLiESHIE#E /Evaluation criteria

A+: Understand 90~100 % of the issues and concepts related to cultural differences on given topics and able to explain their
values fully and clearly

A: Understand 80% of the issues and concepts related to cultural differences on given topics and able to explain their values

B: Understand 70 % of the issues and concepts related to cultural differences on given topics and able to explain their values with
the help of others

C: Understand at least 60% of the issues and concepts related to cultural differences on given topics and able to explain their
values with the help of others

D: Understand less than 60% of the issues and concepts related to cultural differences on given topics and not able to explain

their values

RAEDFli 5%/ Grading

Students are expected to attend each class, complete homework, and actively participate in all the class activities. The final grade
will be based upon weekly participation in class activities & discussions (30%), homework & assessments (50%), and a final
project (20%).
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