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Revised in 2000, the Trinity College curriculum
prepares undergraduates for the opportunities
and challenges of the Zlst century. Students
take courses in four areas of knowledge (arts
and  literature, civilizations, sclence and
mathematics, social sciences) and three fields of
focused inquiry C(cross-cuitural study; science,
technology, and society; and ethical inquiry);
pursue two modes of inquiry (interpretative and
assthetic approaches; and quantitative, inductive,
and deductive reasoning); and acquire three

competencies (in a second language, research,
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and writing). The curriculum provides Trinity
College students with an education in language,
culture, and scientific principles that enables
them to live and work in a global economy and
{Trinity College of

Arts & Sciences, Duke University)

an interdependent world.
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Introduetion

This paper is a brief report describing a
Virtual Campus System (VCS) project conducted
at the Mito and Ami
University. The Mito campus is the university's
main campus and the Ami campus serves as
the site for the School of Agriculture. Students
who attend the School of Agricultural spend
one vear in the General Education English
Program (IEP) at the Mito campus, before
continuing their education at the Ami campus.
This created a logistical preblem because of the
limited number of courses the university can
offer in Levels 4 and 5 at the Ami campus. In
addition, future budget constraints will probably
not allow for a variety of courses to be offered
at the Ami campus. Therefore, it was suggested
that we examine the possibility of uéing the
Virtual Campus System to teach classes remotely
simultaneously.

Given that this first class was experimental
in nature, it was decided that instructors at each
facilitate the

location would be used to

management of the class. George MacLean's
class at the Ami campus and Robert Betts' class
at the Mito campus were selected for this
experiment to test the feasibility of using "virtual”
technology to teach an interactive {exchange
information) English language class. Another
goal of the project was to expose the learners

to technology that they may encounter in the

campuses of Ibaraki .

"real world" after graduation. Video Conferencing
is not uncommon in the businessfield and this

project gave the instructors an excellent opportu-
nity to utilize the Virtual Campus System, which
is similar to the video conferencing system used

by many organizations around the world.

Class Aims _

It may be important to note that these classes
were designed to teéch all four language skills,
reading, and writing, listening and speaking.
The syliabus called for the course to include
one group activity in the form of a project-a
cooperative learning project-that would give the
learners an opportunity to use language they
had practiced during class. Fried-Booth (2002)
described project work as being "student-centred
and driven by the need to create an end-product
(p. 6)." The instructors hoped that this would
give the students a chance tc work on their
own without the instructors constantly guiding
them. The class aims are listed below as the
two instructors presented them.

1. To give the English languége learners in

the Integrated English Program (IEP) an
opportunity to learn "oral presentation" -
skills. -

2. To give learners the opportunity to
demonstrate what they have learned in
class tc a broader audience . other than

their classmates. .



3. To give learners the experience of
conducting an oral presentation similar to
a 'real life" presentation situation.

4. To give the students the opportunity to

"oral gkills in a

utilize presentation”

distinctive  setting  expleoiting modern
technology (satellite communications and
digital image transfer).

b. To give the lsarners a chance to become

with systems,

familiar communication

computers and digital media.

Theoretical Background

This project was set up to examine the
feastbility of ‘ contiecting classrooms using video
and audio technology where as one instructor
can be at one location and students can join
the class from, remote areas using. the same
kind of communication system. The goai was
to - test the .idea of whether or not the. VCS
interdctive

could be wused to  conduct an

communicative style English language lesson
using one instructer and one or two remote
classrooms. This concept is not unique to the
education world, especially in Japan where it
is not uncommon for universities to broadcast
lectures tc remote locations for examination
preparation purposes.

This.1s a cooperative learning project where
students were divided 'into groups -of four or
five members and ‘asked to select a topic that
they could present to the class using pictures
they had taken near their university campus.
The instructions learners were given appear in
Appendix K.

The VCS experiment was a valuable oppertunity
unto- itself, but 1t becomes ever more so when
it is -considered ‘within a framework of what 1s
known.abeut-Second Language Acquisition, and
analysis,

what can be learned. . Discourse

linguistics, and content instruction are among
the Important areas to consider.

Numerous researchers have noted the fact
that language acquisition takes place in an
environment ‘where there .i1s a communicative

imperative. that 1s difficult’ to authentically

replicate in language classrooms. There are
discourse-level . characteristics of a VCS class
that significantly mitigate these differences.

Sacks,

some important. facts about conversation which

Schegloff and Jefferson (1974.) note

contrast the relatively controlled nature cf a
language class with the conversations that the
VCS students attempted in .this experiment,
particularly where the interactive part (Q&A

session) of the experiment-is considered:

1. The turn order varied in these conversations,
whereas 1t is often fixed in language class
conversations. -

2. Turn size varied in these conversations,
whereas it is often fized in language class
conversations.

3. The length of conversation was not specified
in advance, whereas it is often fixed in
language class conversations.

4 . What parties said was not speéified in
advance C(although they did spend some
time considering what sort of questions
they would ask).

9. The relative distribution of turns was not
specified in advance these conversations,

. whereas it- 15 often fized language in class

conversations.

6. The

conversation, whereas it is often fixed in

number of parties can Vary n

language class conversations.

There are therefore a number of. discourse-level

points that suggest that VS experiences could



be a rich language acquisition environment for

students.
Another important theoretical factor to
consider. is that VCS classes allow for the

possibility to combine pedagogical and real
world - tasks. Research suggests that a child's
ultimate level of -attainment almost always
gsurpasses that of an adult in target language
environments. With this in mind, a frequently
cited difference tc explain this is that children
experience the target language and use it to
learn abcut the world  around them whereas
adults are using the target language to talk
about the world around them, as they alreadyk
now it. (Wells 1986). Student who tock part

in the ' VCS experiment- were highly motivated

to learn more about the technology involved (a

real world task, or experience), and to partake
in the VCS experience by making a presentation
(a pedagogical task, or something
already know, albeit with discourse differences
that distinguish it from a normal language
class). It may thus be pcssible to connect
pedagogy and real-world experience in a manner
that promotes language acquisition.

Both instructors thought that it was essential
in an oral presentation situation to not apply
toc much anxiety or pressure to the students
who- were encountering their first experience
standing 1in front of an audience and speaking
in English. For that reason, a ‘“cooperative

learning” approach was adopted as one of the

classroom teaching fnethods. Features of these

kinds of projects are presented below.

Cooperative projects: topics/ resources selected

by students discovery learning

® Topics may be different for each group.

® Students identify subtopics for each group

they

member. -

® Steering .committee may coordinate the
work of the class as a whole.

e  Students research the information using
resources such as library reference,
interviews, and visual media.

® Students synthesize their information for
a group presentation: oral and, or written.
Fach group member plavs a part in the
presentation. '

¢ Fach group presents to the whole class.

® This method places greater emphasis on
individualization and students' interests.
Each student's assignment is unique.

® Students need plenty of previous

experiencewith more structured for this to

be effective.

(Richards and. Rogers, 2002, 5.1921)

Hardware Description

Both campuses are connected via phone lines
that can convey audio and video data. Special
rooms have been constructed in various buildings
to support this VCS used in this project. The
rooms used at both campuses are set up with
two projector screens and two to three video
cameras. The concept here is to be able to
display both classrooms onscreen for viewing by

respective classrooms with the number of
"views" only limited by the number of cameras that
individual room. This

are utilized in each

- system 1s managed with two computers, one in

each classrocm, which are linked by ‘modems
or connected to a LAN network. The result
being that near “real-time” video and audio is
available to both listeners and speakers in the
remote classrcom. From the writers’ experience
with the system used at Ibarak: University there
was a short delay in video transmission, but

audic signals were not noticeably delayed during’



the connection. In addition, there were some
problems in the first class with the connection
~and during one presentation by the students
at the Mito campus, there was a short delay
on two occasions when the technician assisting
the instructcr had to re-boot the system to
regain the connection. In the survey following
this project, students indicated that this was
prchlematic  because during the
presenter had to remain at the speaking podium
to wait for the system to be reconnected.

The list below describes the eguipment used

in the classroom at the Ami campus in detail.

2 Sony PCS-6000 Multimedia Terminals

2 Sony PCS-C160 cameras

2 Hitachi CP-X870 projectors

2 Sony SRP-S320 speakers

2 TOA T-160 speakers

1 TOA Wm 1210 microphcne

2 Sony Cybershot DSC-P8 digital cameras
1 Hitachi Flora PC (Microsoft W 2000 OS)
1 Sony PCR-8 video camera

Presentation Project Steps

The instructors were asked to divide the
students at the Ami and Mitc campus into
groups of 3 (4 il necessary). Give them a list
of topics related to their interests or the topics
covered in their textbook. Then, ask them to
take 24 digital photos related to their selected
topic. Plan an oral presentation using the best
photographs. ( Three or four pictures per
student). Students in Ami will present to the
students in Mito and the Mito students will
present their topics to the Ami students. After
each presentation the students who are listening
both campuses) will ask the students presenting,

questions related to the topic.

Both classes watched a brief presentation and

delay, the '

listened to an explanation of the fundamental
points about giving a presentation. Good and bad
exarﬁples of the key oratory pcints were demo
nstrated (See Appendix C). A further two class
es were devoted to the fundamentals of
giving a good speech. Topics included posture,
gestures, eye contact, volce inflection, the
structure of a speech, and how to integrate
visual aids into a speech. The above points
were divided intc the same categories as those
on the evaluation sheet, which students used
to evaluate presentations.

Ultimately, 1t was decided that the Ami
presentations
prepared  short
and took
They

alsc considered what questions to ask, based

evaluate

they

students would only

( see below ), but

presentations about Ami campus,

pictures tc support their presentations.

on the Mito students’ topics. The form used for
Appendix F. In
of the Ami

evaluation can be seen in Appendix B, Table 3.

evaluation 1s published as

addition, the results students’

Preparation

Learners were given a handout and an
explanation was given by both instructors at
the respective campuses (Appendix E). Each
group was told to prepare a presentatiorn, six
to eight minutes in length using at least 3
pictures for each speaker. Topics should be
selected based on the interests of University
students. Students were given the opportunity
to practice oral presentation skills and practice
with the equipment used in the class. Both

instructors explained how the VCS system
works and how the class will employ it for this
project. A demonstration was given on the use
of digital cameras and learners were presented
with a time schedule and place for borrowing

the cameras.



Next, learners were taught the different skills
needed. to make good presentations and they
practiced these skills in groups (See Appendix
C). The notes used by the instructors are
of the

systematic process the students went through.

presented below. [t is an example

1. Have the student prepare a 1b-second self-
introduction speech.

2. Ask the students to memorize the speech
and prepare to use it 1 small groups.

3. Ask the students to divide into groups
and practice one of the presentation skills
vou talked about in small groups using
their self-introducticn speech. Encourage
them to give each other feedback so that
they can improve their skills (See the
"Presentation Practice Worksheet.”).

4 . After practicing oral presentation skills,
the learners will be instructed in how to
write a speech for this  project.
(Approximately 2 minutes per speaker).

5. Small tape recorders and cassette tapes
will be distributed to each group. Speakers
can record their speech and listen to

This gives each group the

themselves.

opportunity to  provide  constructive
feedback tc each speaker.

6 . While preparing their speeches, learners
can borrow digital cameras and take
pictures for their presentations.

7 . Pictures taken by the learners will be
transferred from the digital cameras to
the instructors’ computers and learners

will set up a Microsoft PowerPoint file

for displaying their photos during their -

presentations. For practice sessions, ~at
. the Mito Campus, learners can use the
IBM notebook computers purchased for
the IEP program.

8 . Instructors need to set up a schedule for

presentaticns and create a topic list and
present it to the instructors at the Ami
and Mito campus prior to the specified
test date on the student handout.

9 . Instructors ﬁeed to design an evaluation
forrﬁ for learners to complete while they
are listening to presentations, which will
be part of the total evaluation system.

10. During presentaticns, IEP directors will
assign a faculty member to take a

idectape of selected presentations.

Finally, the learners were given a questionnaire
to fill out and the results are provide_d for the
reader in Appendix B, Tables I and 2. In addition,
the students were asked to comment about the
project and their answers are published in

Aprpendix A in Japanese.

Conchision .

The VCS experiment merits further investment.
Its goals were conceived with a realistic
assessment of the resources in place. Student
feedback, the instructors’ assessment of . the
pedagogical results of the endeavor, and current
research in second language - acquisition all
suggest- that further VCS

in the

classes should be
A full
evaluation of the potential of VCS technology

attempted immediate future.
was limited by time spent passing the microphone,
the fechnology available, asscciated technical
difficulties, and limited research resources (such
as transcription and analysis of student
interacticn ) . The technology in place proved
most useful for presentations and limited
interaction (Q&A). A further investment in
tec_hnology, such as web cameras, curriculum
development, ‘and research 1s immediately
imperative to fully exploit the possibilities of

video / satellite technology. VCS classes afford

— 60—



the language teacher the rare opportunities to
use ‘cutting edge” technology in the classroom
to allow students to interact withl the world in
an unprecedented manner. Given the proper
technology, time for curriculum development
and research, it is possible to imagine .a
quantifiable improvement in student language
acquisition, and the chance to pioneer significant
pedagogical advances that will be recognized
in the field long into the future. However, there
1s a window of opportunity. .This makes it
essential that we invest in the future today, and
pursue this unique opportunity as soon as
possible. Immediate action is required.

As was mentioned previously, the students

who participated in the project were surveyed -

at the end of the class. Their comments varied
to some extent, but the overall summary of
their comments leads this researcher to the
conclusion that this oral presentation project
as a whele was considered to be a positive

learning experience.
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Appendix A

Students' Answers and Comments
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Appendix B
Table 1

Question 1: Is this the first time vou have experienced a VCS clasg?

N=28

0% 20% 4% 60% 80% 100%

Table 2

Question 4: Is this kind of virtuzl class useful for future research or possible job?

N=28 ElYes
ENo
Neutral
No Ans
0% 20% 40% © 60% 80% 100%
-Information E:ompiled By Fukuda and Ueda.
Table 3
Category . Gpl Gp2 | .Gp3 Gp4 Gpb Gpb Gp7 Gp8
Physical message/40 27.1 26.5 26.8 28 | 25.8 20.8 254 26.5
Story message/40 | 283 | 205 | 293 | 295 | 283 | 30.1 | 309 | 29.6
Visual message/20 . 15.9 15.6 16.2 15.3 15.7, 15.6 16.8 16.1
Total/100 71.2 | TLT | 723 | 725 | 69.9 | 716 | 731 | 722 .

Information -compiled by George MacLean.



Appendix C

Presentation Practice Worksheet

Bvaluate yvour fellow group members’ presentation skills. Please be polite and kind. The idea is

to help them become better presenters in English.

Posture (Stance)

Eye Contact

Voice Variety

leaner
swinger
dancer

marcher

astronaut
gypsy
clown

carpenter

rabbit
tortoise
snake

gorilla

Rule: Stand with your legs
apart with you hands

“cupped” in front of you.

Rule:

of the audience for 3 secondsbe

Look at each section

fore moving to the next

Rule: Change speed, tone and
loudness to hold the

audience's attention and

Make sure you have good section. make your speech interesting.
balance.
Gestures. Loudness Clarity
comedian mouse sloth
soldier lion dragon fly
policeperson elephant

boar

Rule: Use only gestures that
help listeners understand you
better and are part of your

natural, normal behavior.

Rule: You need to speak at
about 150% of your normal

speaking voice.

Rule: Speak clearly and
enunciate (pronounce) all of
the important words

correctly.

Idea adopted and modified from, Harrington, D. & LeBeau, C., (1996). Speaking of speech: Basic

presentation skills for beginners. Tokyo: McMillan Language House.




Appendix D
Presentation -Project Group Worksheet

Group Members : : . Group #
1. 3.
2. 4.

Project Title:

Project Plan:

Materials




Appendix E
Photo Presentation Projec_t #1 Student Worksheet
Winter 2003

Description: This is project is an oral presentation project. FEach group will be asked to select
a topic, take pictures. and present the topic using the Video Satellite System {VCS). Students at
the Ami Campus will present to students at the Mito Campus and students at the Mito Campus
will present to the students at the Ami Campus. Students will need to take pictures related to their

group's topic in digital form and use them Idin"ing the presentation as visual aids.

1. Fach presentation will be approximately 10 minutes in length.

9 . Kach student in the group will participate during the presentation.

3. Photos will be inétalled on each instructor's computer before the day of the presentation
and shown on the VCS screen during the presentation. '

4. Digital cameras will be made available in the Student Affairs Office on the Ami Campus
and Mr. Betts office on the Mito Campus for students to checkout during‘thié projeét.

5. Students will be asked to practice presentation skills before the presentation in order to
prepare for this project. - S - ‘ . ‘

6. Tentative presentation dates are:

- January 15" . January 224 : January 29"

Mito Campus Presentations

Test (check) day Mito Campus presentations (cont)

Ami Campus Presentations

Suggested Topics
Local environmental problems
Local social problems
Popular youth culture ? music, fashion, fades.
Cell phones
University students' spending ? how do university students spend their money
University life
University circle activities.
Mito city/Ami-machi
Cars/Driving in Japan
Japanese customsl-table manners, flower arrangement, tea ceremony

Part-time jobs



Appendix F

. Oral Presentation Evaluation Sheet

Presentation Topic:

Group Number:

4 =very good

1 =poor 2 =0K 3 —average 9 =hest
Speaker 1 Speaker 3
1. How was the speaker's posture? 1. How was the speaker's posture?
1 2 3 4 5 1. 2. 3 4 5
2. How was the speaker's eye contact? 2. How was the speaker’s eye contact?
r 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5}
3. How was the speaker's voice variety? 3. How was the speaker's voice variety?
1 2 3 4 5. 1 2 3 4 5
4. How was the speaker's use of gestures? 4. How was the speaker’s use of gestures?
1 2 3 4 ] , 1 2 3 4 5
5. How was the speaker's voice volume? 5. How was the speaker's voice volume?
1 23 4 5 1 23 4 5
1. x2 = 1 x2=
2. x2= 2. xZ2= ‘
3. X4 = Grade 3. x2 = Grade
4. xX2= 4, x2 =
5. X2= 5. X2 =
Total Points Total! Points




Speaker 2

Speaker 4

1. How was the speaker's w? 1. How was the speaker's M?
1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5]
2. How was the speaker's eye contact? 2 . How was the speaker's eye contact?
1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5
3. How was the speaker’s voice variety? -3, How was the speaker's voice variety?
1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5
4., How was the speaker's use of gestures? 4, How was the speakef’s use of gestures?
1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5
5. How was the speaker's voice volume? 5. How was the speaker's voice velume?
1 2 3 4 0 1 2 3 4 )
1. x2 = 1 x 2
2. x2= 2 X 2
3. x2= Grade 3 x2 Grade
4. x2= 4 x?2
b. x2= 5 x?2

Total Points

Total Points

Evaluation Comments:
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