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Effects and In uences of Extensive Reading
from the Perspective of Reluctant Readers

Yoko Ikeda*
(Received November 9, 2020)

Abstract

O O On the basis of interviews with three students who did not enjoy reading, this paper examines the
students’ reading behavior and interest in reading along with changes in their interest after extensive
reading. When asked why they do not read books, they answered that movies and videos are easier to
understand. As for the cause of difficulty in understanding, they identified the complicated character
system in Japanese writing comprising hiragana, katakana, and kanji, which can be difficult to
comprehend. However, as the students became accustomed to reading through extensive reading, they
came to feel that their ability to recognize characters and words improved, which helped them to read
faster. Additionally, the students’ interest in reading gradually changed as they accumulated reading
experience from not liking it at all to wanting to read some materials, depending on the theme.
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Challenges for Employment and Career Education
in Japan for International Students

Shigetaka Koiso*
(Received November 9, 2020)

Abstract

O O There is a new status of residence for international students to work in Japan. The* Designated
Activities No. 46" was approved on May 30, 2019. Until now, the status of residence of international
students has mainly been‘ technology, humanities knowledge, and international affairs.” However,
it is only permitted for jobs that require a high level of professional ability. The range of jobs that
international students can find is narrow. Hiring new graduates in Japan is different from other countries.
The recruitment exam is not an exam that asks for professionalism. The recruitment test is a person-
centered test for selecting company colleagues. It is a test that selects future managerial candidates.
Japanese companies require international students to have the same evaluation as Japanese students.
It makes international students feel uncomfortable. The new status of residence requires Japanese
companies to change. The main points of* Designated Activities No. 46" are shown. Given the new
status of residence, we will present employment support and career education issues for international
students.
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The Purposes and Experiences of Students Participating
in the Disaster Relief Volunteer Activity for the Typhoon Hagibis:
Comparison between International Students and Japanese Students

Masaki Seo*
(Received November 9, 2020)

Abstract

O O Through the interview conducted on Japanese students and international students who participated
in the disaster relief volunteer activity for the Typhoon Hagibis in 2019, this paper compared the
differences in the purposes and experiences of volunteer activities between Japanese students and
international students. As a result, both Japanese students and international students participated in this
activity by accepting the request from the university. Before participating the activity, although they
were interested in volunteering, they had no information and were unable to participate. However, as the
university actively informed about the volunteer opportunity, students were able to know. Both Japanese
students and international students thought that their experience of participating in the activity was
meaningful that they could gain experiences that they could not have in their daily lives and to interact
with people who were not in contact on a daily basis. Furthermore, as international students wanted to
gain a variety of experiences while studying in Japan, they participated in the disaster relief volunteer
activity as they thought it was a culture unique to Japan.
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